Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
for them,  Surgeon-General von Kern and Chief Veterinary-Surgeon Grammlich.
It had been difficult to look after the wounded during the advance, but conditions had now become somewhat easier. There still remained, however, a great deal to be done by the responsible authorities. The few hospitals which we found in the occupied territory were hardly worth considering. I urged that as many wounded as possible should be sent home, but I had to be very patient. Later on, cases of slight illness or wounds were not sent home but retained in the occupied territory, where, during convalescence, they were given light duty. We were spared the epidemics to which armies are liable; only spotted fever occurred from time to time for a short period. As regards measures against vermin, very thorough precautions had been taken at the frontier to prevent the troops from going home infected. Thanks to the energy of Surgeon-General von Kern and the conscientiousness of the army doctors the whole medical service was in perfect order. Herr von Kern is a philosopher, and this would appear to show that philosophers can also be men of action.
The horses suffered from glanders and mange. We mastered the glanders by means of blood-tests, but not the mange, and this did extensive mischief. Many remedies were tried, but an effective one was not discovered until the war was almost at an end. Veterinary hospitals were erected in large numbers, and the officers of this service had plenty to do. Their devotion was rewarded by great successes.
The supplies and accommodation for the horses were not always all they should have been. I often represented to the Army Headquarters Staffs that they should devote more- care and attention to their horses.
The replacement of clothing, the provision of winter clothing and woollen wear, and the delivery of pit-props for the trenches were beset with many difficulties; I had to bring all my energies to bear.
Leave was begun as soon as possible. It was granted more and more freely as the situation on the railways improved.
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